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Since the SDEIS was published, FHWA and WSDOT have developed a

Preferred Alternative that is similar to Option A but incorporates design

refinements that that respond to community and stakeholder comments

on the SDEIS. The Preferred Alternative would improve mobility and

safety while reducing negative effects.

The Preferred Alternative would eliminate the existing Lake Washington

Boulevard eastbound on-ramp and westbound off-ramp, as well as the

R.H. Thomson Expressway ramps. Westbound SR 520 traffic would

access Lake Washington Boulevard via a new intersection located on

the Montlake Boulevard lid at 24th Avenue East.

The design refinements in the Preferred Alternative would alleviate traffic

effects on Lake Washington Boulevard in the Arboretum, improve visitor

access to the Arboretum, and benefit the Arboretum's environment by

removing the existing ramps, which would reduce traffic volumes on

Lake Washington Boulevard through the Arboretum compared to the No

Build Alternative, and providing design features and mitigation measures

responsive to recommendations of the Arboretum and Botanical Garden

Committee (ABGC). In addition, WSDOT is actively coordinating with the

ABGC and City of Seattle to create a traffic management plan for the

Arboretum, emphasizing the portion of Lake Washington Boulevard

passing through the Arboretum and including traffic calming measures

and traffic management options. Please see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS

for a description of the Preferred Alternative and Chapters 5 and 6 for

discussions of its environmental effects.
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Please see the Draft EIS Comment Summary Report for responses to

comments received on the 2006 Draft EIS (Attachment 13 to the Final

EIS).
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